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Strange and wondettul 


ACCOUNT 


Of a wo” Barbarous and Bloody 
MUR THER; 
Committed by five notorious Villains, on Tueſday the 1 1th of 
this inſtant May about ten at night, in a widdow-womans ' 
houſe at Grays in Eſſex, where entring, they Robb'd che 
houſe and Murthered all the family except-the woman 
her {elf, who eſcaped their Cruelty by getting out ar the 


backdore , with the manner of their being purſued . 
crols the | water, toche Haltway-Tree,near Earif. 


Rind. 20. MAY. )bgo. 
0 frequent are the bloody Murthers, Villanies, Attempts 


and Cruelties perpetrated, thar few weeks expire without 
ſome barbarous exploic or diſmal Trajedy Fate hovers 
round this Earthly Ball, and on fſecurer Mortals lays his dread- 
ful hand, cruſhing them untimely deaths and moſt prodigious 
ſlaughters, Hells eavious power (till thirſts for Blood, and prompts 
on deſperate Wretches to engage in all the direſt  Cruelties hiz 
Mallice can be capable of, forming Horrors and.deſtruQtion 
{its upon his Brows, which he infules into deſperate Villars, there- 
by to make them Gerce; and much delight in Slaughrer, (o that 
w hen he has prompted them on to pals the bounds of all huma- 
nity, nought but Death can glut cheic turious Rage, and when. 
they have committed any vile Deſign, as Robberies or (ach no- 
rortous outrages, to ſtifle which, or keep it cloſe from being 
known abroad, Fear fo b-gers a tho! ughr of making all ſecure, 
that many times one Villany is aupmented with a greater Crime; 
endeaveuring to Jay that filent chereby, when moſt cammoaly 
their blind Revenge and barbarous Deeds miſtake their purpoled 
Fnd and only make Heavens dreadful Juſtice tail more dreadtul 
on their {3 41 ilry Head:, for b!ood of Inn: cents cries loud to that 
A great 


2 
great God who fees what'e're 1: Pull. Bat amorg ail che bit b1- 
rities ard inhumane Cruelties thar kave of late been Aced, this | 
of which we now ſhall give the Reader an Account. of, way be 
CharaGeriſed in Rubnck ang beat the Crimlon Rains unto poſte- 
.riy, forſure it is | no' Villains hands theſe many Months have 

- been dyed fo deep i in blood, the Relation of ;which rake as fol- 
loweth, on Tzeſday the 1 ith of this inſtant , five fellows in Sea- 
inens habir were oblerves,to lie lurking about a Village called 
Grays near Rampford :n Eſſex, and curiouſly ro ee as they palled 
and repaſled the houte co wh ch this Trajeck Fate bete? tt eh: 
being many Ships lying in the River, nearadjoyuig tv the place: 

- aforeſaid,chey were thoughiSeamen indeed, that belonged ro lome 
of thoſe Veſlels ; ſo that they were nor much (crupled nor ar ail 
queſtioned 3 bur as the Scripture wel} denotes, they having mark- 
ed out the houſe they intended in the day time, rhac when nighe 
came they might break through and ſteal, gc. hour een of the | 
Clock inthe Evening aforeſaid, they beſer the houſe wherein rhey 
committed this Marther and Robbery ic being a houſe diſtanc 
from Neighbours and near adjoyning co che water fide, about 
the bour aforementioned, they being atſured char all che Fariii- 
ty were within , began on the backfide of it, to force an entry 
viith fach Iron impliments as they had brough , for char pernict= 
ous Uſe, whereupon the Maid of the houſe hearing a noile ſtarc- 
ed up toſee what the matter was, not dreaming that. her Life 
was ſo near to anend ; but before ſhe could well look about 
her they had forced a wide paflage through the Wall, and wich 
Swords and other weapons three of them had entered ; fo that 
unlocking the dore for the reſt, they alrogether ruſhed fmardl 
and one of them {ciled the Maid, whileſt the others went to le- 
cure the reſt of the Family, which accord}; ing co-Repore confiſted 
of only the Miſtreſs of the houſe, her Daughter about (ixteen 
or ſeuenteen years of Age, and the Servant- Maid ; ſo that after 
breaking open ſeveral Dores in the houle, they ar Jaſt came where 
the Daughter was in Bed, who ar their Approach, being as 1t 15 
ſuppoſed much ſurpriſed, ſhreamed our, which her Mother hear- 
ing, and nnderſtanding there were Thieves in the houle gor | 
as it 1s reported, out at a back. dore or window undiſcovered ,and 
went toraile the Town, bur they having made a privy ſearch and 
miſſing her, ſuppoſed ſhe had clcaped their hands, beirg {ure ſhe 


was in the houſe when 1}: ey fiſt entred; {o hat ſearir g to ſtay 
long 
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!org | f they ſhou'd he ſurprizes, A broke open the Trunks 
and C hefrs, and (o gertiay what monies and Coonds they equld 
convenicarly carry, - yer-nor conrented with the Plunder, but as 
» ity of Blood as Weahkch , Hell ſcrewed them up to greater 
\illanies and not willing to depart before they left a laſting 
eu of their Diabolick: Cruelties chey went as it is ſuppoſed 
where they had letr the ewo temales bound, and with impious 
hands bereaved thend of their Lives by giving them ſeveral mtivr- 
ral wounds, whether they aCted this Barbarity co fecure themlclyes 
from a diſcovery,by Realon che Maids might know them or whe- 
ther their guily Conlciences [uggefted any ſuch thing is nor ctr» 
rain, becaule chey lete none alive that could refolve che Caufe, bur 
ſure ir is, they ſtaycd nor Jong in the houſe afrer che exploit, bur 
raking a Boar, which as it is ſuppoſed, they had brought wich 
, them, they with all ſpeed croſled the River of Thames and land- 
ed near a place called che halt-way Free near Earif in Kent but 
made nor [o much haſt bur chat they were purſued, yet chepur- 
{uers nor being ſtrong enough toencounter with them, they durſt 
not venture to take them, leſt their' bloody hands ſhould have 
dif parched chem too, rather than to have been takeo and com- 
mitred into the hands of juſtice to be puniſhed for their deſerved 
Crimes, whereupon they made their cſ{cape into the next 
w ood, bur great ſearch has been fince made for them through- 
otit the Country, but as ver none of them can be heard of, *Tis 
thought they made for London with all ſpeed, for they did not 
carry away any thing thar was weighty or cumberſome thereby 
ro hinder the'r Flight; when the Mother returned rejoycing 
that (hz bad by the Aſliſtance of her Neighbours put the Villains 
ro flizhr, noc dreaming of the barbarous exploits of Murther 
they had done ; batentring to ber great Amazement and un- 
{peakable Grief found her Daughter and Maid-ſervant weltering 
ntheir. Blood 3 expanded in Deaths cold Convulſions on the 
foore ; at which ialliny in a [lwoon hardly jo be recovered, but 
when recovered ſhebathed in Tears 3 wiſhed ſhe had been there 
to have dyed with them, and fo contmued comforrleſs. 

And well may the horrors of an afflied Parent be conceived 
in ſuch an extream cauſe, for who can refle& upon maternal ſor- 
row ad not be ſenſible of the prevailing Anyuiſh that in the like 
calz aftlicts a wounded Soul, and nor condole fuch great diſtreſs 
to have a tender offipring murthered by the hands ef bloody Vil- 

laing 


'v © WER OT 4 
hs + 


(4) | 
Jains, and pay back Natuies Debt without a ſummans of delibe- 
ration hurried unto Eternity, by ſuch untimely Fate; as like- 
wile a faichful Servants lois might in-fome meaſure bear a parc, 

but Murders though cloaked with darkne's,and in fecret laid, will 
__ not hie buried 1nOblivion,for various Ways does the Almighty find 
to make diſcovery, and [ring co Iight the horror of ſuch deeds ; 
nay the trembling Murtheret grows pale with fear, and oft be- 
trays himſelf, when unaccus'd by Men. This Tragecal Scene 
Aﬀed by the Cruelties of Villains, may be a warning to all to 
be well Guarded and prepated againſt ſuch dangerousattempts; 
for if ever wickedneſs abounded to the ſuparlative degree,it may 
be ſaid it is now compleated ; thar Monſters in humane ſhapes 
ſhould dare thus to conremn and violate the Laws of God and 
Man, to pull down Vengeance on their heads by cauſeleſly ſhed- 
ding innocent Blood, for certaiv it is, char Divine Juſtice will 
not ever ſleep, bat early or late bring them to {uffer the deſerved 
paniſhment for ſuch notorious (r:mes. 


